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For more information about the history of the Netherlands, there are many links available.

What follows here is a very short timeline from 1477 to the end of the Golden Age of the United Provinces of the Netherlands. As you can see, during most of the Golden Age of the Netherlands, there was a war going on.

This text has been written by Allard Höfelt, and is influenced by many different sources all over the Internet, among others the history section of the newspaper NRC at http://www.nrc.nl/. 

1477 – The mariage between Maximillian of Austria and Maria of Burgundy places the Netherlands under the rule of the Habsburgers and therefore under the rule of among others Spain.

15th-16th century – Economically and culturally the Low Lands experience an immense growth. Especially the city of Antwerp becomes the cultural centre of Europe.
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End 16th century – Religious persecution and Inquisition cause unhappiness in the Low Lands. This and other factors as bad harvests and the dislike of the absolutist government cause the Statuestorm, an iconoclastic fury, in which many churches in the southern Low Lands are pillaged. Spain sends an army to suppress the revolt, which arrives one year later, when the unrest has mostly finished. The leader of the Spanish army, the Duke of Alva, terrorises the Low Lands, executing 1100 people. This leads to serious unrest and causes the:

1568 – Start of the 80 years’ war. Dutch rebel under William of Orange (William the Silent) against the Spanish rule.

1572 – Dutch buccaneers ("Geuzen") capture Den Briel from the duke of Alva on April the 1st. This is still being remembered nowadays as the day on which all Dutch make jokes with each other. 

1573 – After the capture of Den Briel, the Dutch army begins to conquer more cities. Most cities choose the side of William of Orange.

1574 – Dutch army relieves Leiden after a besiege by Spanish troops. Happy with the citizens’ long resistance, William of Orange founds a university in this city.

1579 – William of Orange proclaimed Stadtholder.

1580 – The Pope excommunicates William of Orange. Any person who kills him will receive 25.000 guilders and will receive noblehood.

1581 – The Dutch States-General write the "Plakkaat van Verlatinghe", in which they abjure the rule of the Spanish king and which would result in the proclaiming of an independent state out of the northern Low Lands: the United Provinces of the Netherlands or the Republic of the Seven United Netherlands. The American Declaration of Independence is probably based on this document.

1584 – William of Orange assassinated by Balthazar Gerardts, a fanatical catholic. Prince Maurits, 18 years old and a military genius, becomes Stadtholder.

1585 – The Spanish army under Alexander Farnese captures Antwerp. This causes a flood of intellectuals to migrate to the free and tolerant city of Amsterdam, which begins to take over Antwerp’s role of cultural capital of Europe. This also is the cause of the separation of what are nowadays Belgium and the Netherlands.

1588 – The Spanish Armada sent to conquer England and Hollan[image: image2.png]


d is defeated by Dutch and English fleets.

1589 – This scenario starts.

1602 – The Dutch East India Company (VOC) founded. This company would monopolise trade on East-India for half a century, and finally be dissolved in 1798.

1609-1621 – The 12 years’ truce. The war between the Netherlands and Spain temporarily ceases.

1609 – Henry Hudson explores large parts of North America for the Dutch States-General.

1614 – New Nederlandt, with cities Fort Orange and New Amsterdam (New York) founded in North-America.

1621 – Dutch West India Company (WIC) founded.

1624 – Brazil conquered from Spain (Spain and Portugal were united at that time). A Spanish Armada would reconquer it in 1625.

1625 – Prince Maurits dies and Prince Frederik Hendrik becomes Stadtholder.

1626 – Peter Minuit, the director of the New Netherlands, purchases Manhattan Island for a few guilders.

1628 – Piet Heyn (his name is small but great are his deeds) captures the Spanish Silver Fleet.

1637 – The translation of the Bible to Dutch has been completed. The State-Bible forms a big contribution to the understanding of the Bible and to Protestantism.

1639 – A second Spanish Armada is defeated by the Dutch admiral Maarten Harpertsz. Tromp.

1647 – Prince William II becomes Stadtholder.

1648 – The peace of Münster. This means the end of the 80 years’ war. The United Provinces are officially recognised as an independent nation by Spain. The southern Low Lands remain under the rule of the Habsburgs.

1651 – English Navigation Act which limits trade between Holland and England. This leads to:

1652-1654 – The First Anglo-Dutch War.

1652 – Cape Town founded by Jan van Riebeeck.

1664 – New Amsterdam captured by an English privately financed fleet in a surprise attack during peace time. New Amsterdam renamed to New York. The Dutch would recapture it in 1673 but officially trade it with the English for Surinam in 1674.

1665-1667 The Second Anglo-Dutch War after the conquest of New Amsterdam.
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1672-1674 The Third Anglo-Dutch War. In both wars, Admiral Michiel Adriaansz. de Ruyter is the national hero, managing to win several sea battles, sailing up the Thames and nearly conquering London.

1672 – The Year of Calamity. The Republic is attacked by the armies of England, France, Munster and Köln. After several defeats of the Dutch armies, William III is proclaimed Stadtholder and under his brilliant rule, the Dutch army achieves many victories until finally a peace is achieved with England, Muster and Köln in 1674 and with France in 1678.

1685 – Religious unrest in France causes about 70.000 French Huguenots to migrate to the Netherlands.

1688 – The Glorious Revolution. William III, the husband of Mary Stuart, is invited to become King of England after having defeated the English king James II. Stadtholder Willem III becomes King William III of England. Holland and England are united.

1702 – William III dies.

1713 – The Southern Low Lands, still Spanish until now, becomes Austrian.

18th century – Under William IV and William V, both untalented Stadtholders, the Dutch economy stagnates and poverty increases. Some revolts against the Stadtholder are suppressed.

1780-1784 – The Fourth Anglo-Dutch War further damages the weak Dutch economy.

1795 – French troops enter the Netherlands, and remove the Stadtholder. The Batavian Republic is founded.

1806 – France turns the Batavian Republic to a monarchy under the French Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, a brother of Napoleon.

After the liberation of Holland from the French, the Netherlands are united with Belgium and placed under the rule of the sixth William, now King William I. In 1830 Belgium achieves independence from the Netherlands. In 1848, the Dutch monarchy is replaced by a constitutional monarchy, which it still is today.

