OPERATION URGENT FURY

by JAPR  (rodrigoarch@yahoo.es)

Installation:

Unzip Grenada.zip to your civ/scenario/ folder.  This scenario requires Civilization II Fantastic Worlds (FW) or better (MGE).
Scenario:
About 133 square miles in size, twice the size of

Washington DC, with a current population of about one hundred

thousand, primarily English-speaking, descendants of African

slaves, the Caribbean island of Grenada belonged to France 
for more than a century before it was ceded to Great Britain 
in 1763 by the Treaty of Paris. A British dependency, Grenada was under colonial administration

after 1833 before attaining home rule in 1967 and full

independence in 1974.

In March 1979, widespread dissatisfaction with economic

conditions and the government of Prime Minister Sir Eric Gairy

resulted in a bloodless coup in which the charismatic and Marxist

Maurice Bishop, leader of the New Joint Endeavor for Welfare,

Education, and Liberation (JEWEL), took complete power. During

the next few years, Bishop’s regime replaced democratic

institutions with Marxist ones and deprived Her Majesty’s

Governor-General, Sir Paul Scoon, of any influence. Under

Bishop, Grenada moved into the orbit of Cuba and the Soviet

Union.

With Fidel Castro in Cuba and Bishop in Grenada, Soviet

influence was established in the northernmost and southernmost of

the Antilles, the chain of islands that bounds the Caribbean from

the Florida Keys to the coast of Venezuela. Hostile control of a

portion of the Antilles by Soviet Union proxies threatened US

strategic interests, particularly vital air and shipping lanes

through the Caribbean.19
A major emergency began in Grenada on 12 October.
Disillusioned with Bishop’s leadership, particularly after he

conferred with US officials in Washington in June 1983, a left

wing faction of the government’s Central Committee decided to

remove Bishop. At midnight, with the assistance of General

Hudson Austin, Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces, Deputy

Prime Minister Bernard Coard placed Bishop under house arrest.

One week later, followers of the popular Prime Minister freed him

and accompanied him to army headquarters at Fort Rupert. After

armored vehicles fired into the crowd, Hudson Austin’s troops

recaptured Bishop and executed him and several cabinet members

and union leaders.
When Bishop's government was over thrown in October 1983, U.S. President Ronald Reagan decided he must act. The new anti-U.S. Marxist government appeared to pose an immediate threat to the nearly 600 American students and 400 other foreigners living in Grenada. With memories of the hostage crisis in Tehran fresh in their minds, the U.S. State Department believed that the rescue of these American citizens was a matter of national security. 

In the early morning of 25 October 1983, Operation Urgent Fury began with an airborne assault on the Point Salinas airfield and a heliborne assault upon Pearls. Over the next nine days the joint U.S. forces encountered surprisingly stiff opposition as they sought to remove the pro-Cuban forces and restore the democratic government. 
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